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_______________________________________________________________________________________
We have reached this time of year again (thank you Lord) – The Days of Awe which is a 10-day period of self-examination and repentance. It’s the ten days between Yom Teruah and Yom Kippur. Praise Yah, he has been causing us to examine ourselves and repent and he has been delivering us from the wicked influences that are still in operation in our lives throughout the year. 
Yom Teruah – the day that’s full of mystery because it’s not known ahead of time when this day is until the sighting of the new crescent moon; although no man knows the day and hour the Lord has revealed the season. 
The Lord has not fully revealed the prophetic fulfillment of this day to this servant (yet), but he has revealed to us that this season is the time of His second coming and that we must be like the 5 virgins who had flasks of oil along with their lamps indicating that they were prepared to wait as long as it took for the bridegrooms return; they were watching and waiting for Him. They were not like the 5 five foolish virgins who carelessly went about life doing what they wanted to do because they were tired of waiting, until they heard the cry rang out “The Bridegroom is here! Go out to meet Him” and then they tried to hurry to prepare only to find that they were too late and had been left. We can see the picture of the Body of how it appears that we are all aiming for the same goal, yet in the end it’s revealed that only half truly desired in their heart to be with the Lord. He knows our heart; it doesn’t matter how we try to appear on the outside. We must surrender our hearts completely to him. 
The Lord has also taught us the significance of sounding the shofar. To recap we’ve learned:
· that the shofar represents Yah’s voice
· it’s a picture of Yeshua being the Horn of Salvation
· we’ve learned 4 distinct sounds and what they signify.
· TEKIAH - A long blast (sounded during the king’s coronation)
· SHEVARIM - 3 short blast, signifying repentance 
· TERUAH - 9 or more staccato blasts, like an alarm, to awaken those in slumber, to awaken us to the warfare around us.
· TEKIAH HAGADOL - One long blast as long as you can hold it (the sound that will most likely be heard when Yeshua returns Zechariah 9:14)

When the shofar sounds it signals that heaven and earth are about to meet, the divine, supernatural power of heaven is about to break into the earthly affairs of man. We see this the first time the shofar sounded in Exodus 19:16

There is always action surrounding the sound of the shofar (before and after). The Lord wants us to now begin to pay attention to what He’s doing and what we should be doing.

What’s happening when we hear the shofar (whether natural or supernatural)? Do we know – do we listen? We often simply let out a shout when we hear the shofar naturally or just get excited when we hear the shofar supernaturally but are we paying attention to what’s happening before or after we hear the shofar. In Isaiah 18:3 Adonai tells us to listen when the shofar is blown. Those who sound the shofar do we understand that at the moment we’re being led by Ruach – we’re not just blowing because it goes with the song or because Pastor tells us to. When Pastor tells us to blow it’s because Adonai has said sound the shofar because he wants our undivided attention – it just might be time to war. Only Adonai knows and he is willing to warns us, so we better start paying attention. 

When we hear the shofar, we should know that Adonai is in our midst! Because there is always action surrounding the sound of the shofar, let’s take a look at some examples in scripture.

· Shofars were blown continually by seven priests before the Ark of the Covenant (God’s presence is in the midst of His people), as part of the battle plan to take the city of Jericho as the Israelites were entering the Promised Land (Josh 6:4-20). Before the shofar sounded God gave precise instructions (a strategy). They paid attention and obeyed what Yah said – After the shofars sounded the battle was won.

· Shofars were blown by Gideon to rally Israelites soldiers against the Midianites and again by his 300 soldiers in their battle against Midian (Judges 6:34 & 7:8,16,20). (God was present with his servant – the before was after Israel cried out to God from their captivity God raised up an army to fight against Midyan and Adonai handed them over to Israel (Israel was delivered). Right before Gideon sounded Adonai caused Gideon to destroy the altar of Ba’al and cut down the sacred pole next to it. After the shofar sounded the battle was won)

· The shofar was blown when the Israelites swore an oath of allegiance to YHVH (2 Chron 15:14). Before shofar sounded King Asa heard a word from the Lord through His prophet which caused him to throughout all the disgusting things in the land which caused the people to see that Adonai was with him and caused the people to turn their hearts toward Adonai. After the shofar was blown the people were full of joy because of the allegiance they made for Adonai; they sought him with all their will, and they found him, and Adonai gave them rest all around. 

· The shofar was blown to rally the troops (Neh 4:18,20). Before the shofar sounded warfare was rising, but God made it known to them and foiled the enemy’s plans. After the shofar sounded the people continued to do the work of the Lord without fear because they knew that Yah would fight for them.

· Israel sounded the shofar in the time of war to be remembered by YHVH, to be saved from its enemies, and rout the enemies of Israel by sending fear into their hearts and confusion into their camps (Judges7:20-22). Before the shofar sounded the Lord gave precise instructions through Gideon as to what each of the 300 men (his army) was to do. After the shofar sounded, they saw Adonai throw the camp of Midyan into a panic causing them to scream while trying to escape.

· The shofar was blown to announce YHVH’s presence and to praise and worship Him (Ps 47:5, 98:6; 150:3; Isa 27:13; Rev 1:10). He is Alpha and Omega – He is the before and after!

TAKE AWAY
________________________________________________________________________________________
 We’re waiting for the last shofar to sound, so we can say that we are in the “before” so to speak. In this before we must do what Yeshua did – the work of the Father, working out our salvation with fear and trembling and encouraging others to do the same so that we can be prepared for the “after” the shofar sound when we will be with our King forever.

Continue to seek the Lord each day for what He will have us to do while we are awaiting His return. And yes, scripture tells us to shout to the Lord with a loud voice – so I’m not saying be silent in your praise but let our love for YHVH and our obedience to Him be louder than any verbal shout that we can give. 

The following scriptures are additional scriptures that you can explore the “before and after” of the sounding of the shofar: 

· The shofar was blown to call people to repent or fasting (Isa 58:1; Joel 2:1).
· The shofar was blown to sound the alarm of war (Jer 4:19,21; 51:27).
· The shofar was blown to sound the warning of danger (Amos 3:6; Zeph 1:16; Hos 5:8, 8:1; Ezek. 33:2-9). The sound of the shofar is compared to a prophet’s voice.
· The shofar was blown by YHVH (Exodus 19:16, 19; Zech 9:14).
· The shofar was blown by the angels (Matt 24:31; Rev 8:2-3; 9:1,13-14; 10:7).
· The shofar was blown when a king was anointed (1 Kings 1:34, 39, 41; 2 Kings 9:13).

The shofar was blown to announce the coming of a Jewish bridegroom to fetch his betrothed — a picture of Yeshua returning for his bride, the saints. All the righteous living and the righteous dead will receive glorified, resurrected bodies and will meet him in the air at the sound of the shofar. Matt 24:31; 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 4:16; Rev 11:15-18).

When the Righteous hear the sound of the shofar these things should be called to remembrance. The shofar is a powerful reminder of the mighty right arm of YHVH outstretched on behalf of his people. The sound of the shofar sends tremors of fear throughout the camp of the enemies of YHVH and his people and rallies the righteous to take courage and to rise up against evil knowing they will be victorious through faith in Yeshua.

WORTH NOTING
________________________________________________________________________________________
In Exodus 19:13 Adonai informs Israel that when the shofar sounds, they are able to go up on the mountain. Before then He gave them a stern warning that if anyone touched the mountain they would be put to death. So why after the shofar sounded were they able to go up on the mountain? The shofar represented the ransom that was made in place of Isaac and who is the ransom that took our place? Yeshua! So now that the Shofar has sounded, they were able to approach Yah (enter into His presence) because the ultimate sacrifice had been made. Even though the manifestation of Yah’s plan had not happened, His plan was already completed.

TASHLIKH
______________________________________________________________________________
Tashlikh is the Hebrew word to cast or to cast away our sins. Micah 7:18-19 says “Who is a God like you pardoning the sins and overlooking the crimes of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in His grace. He will again have compassion on us, He will subdue our inequities. You will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea.” When we confess our sins and repent Yah will remember them no more. This is what Tashlikh is about, taking our sins and casting them into the water and the Lord will remember them no more.

Yeshua rendered ineffective all the workings of sin (Hebrews 2:14) and gave those that belong to him the authority to rule over it (Genesis 4:7b; Luke 10:19). Believers in Yeshua can’t keep resurrecting the sin that Yah has cleansed us from by forgetting what He has said and done. We can’t keep resurrecting sin by giving in to what our flesh desires. We’re either going to be His or we’re not; we’re either going to serve Him or serve the Adversary. Let today be the day that we make the decision to serve Yah wholeheartedly and let us be resolute in our heart and mind in that decision. (Psalm 103:8-12; 32:1 &130, Hebrews 8:12, 1 John 1:9)
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How does Yom Teruah relate to the account of                   Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22?

Genesis 22 speaks of when Yah put Avraham to the test by summoning him to offer his only son Isaac that he loved. This image closely relates to Yom Teruah as it reminds us of Yeshua; Yahweh’s only begotten Son who was sent to become a ransom for the sin of the world. On Yom Teruah, we should remember and acknowledge Yeshua as the Horn of Our Salvation; the One who has delivered us from sin. Yom Teruah is also known as the Feasts of Trumpets; a time of rejoicing, paying attention and sounding the alarm. The angel's voice calling out to Abraham with the Word that the Lord had provided a sacrifice was like a shofar. It caused Abraham to look; pay attention, for it was certain that Yahweh Himself had provided the offering for the sacrifice. So, we too, at the sounding of the shofar, should be awakened to remember Yeshua who appeared at just the right time to deliver us and bring salvation. Yahweh Himself, provided the Lamb enabling us to cast all sin behind and move forward in freedom. And soon, the trumpet will be sounded; sounds of rejoicing and gladness will be heard for our liberation will at last have come.
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