Hanukkah: Integrity – Darkness Cannot Overtake The Light
[bookmark: _Hlk167257805][bookmark: _Hlk167211089][bookmark: _Hlk167337119] “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not suppressed it.” John 1:5
It is written of the time of Maccabees that “evils were multiplied in the earth.”  It is during this time that the “wicked root”, Antiochus surnamed Epiphanes, reigned. He spread darkness throughout his kingdom through his decrees “that all should be one people. And everyone should leave his laws…” or die. It is in the midst of this immense darkness that the integrity of Adonai, which was bound up within the hearts of Mattithyahu and his five sons, shined forth. Because they regarded Yah as true, His word trustworthy, and gave no place to either the threats or the enticements of the king; Yah prospered the work of their hands in both the restoration of the temple and on the battlefield against Antiochus’ forces. Antiochus died confounded by his inability to subdue the Maccabees with his hordes [1 Mac 1:9-6:13].
Mattithyahu and his sons foreshadowed Messiah Yeshua; the Light, whom the Father sent to bring us out of gross darkness. Just as during the time of the Maccabees, when Yeshua came, idolatry was rampant and those called to be set apart for Yah had abandoned His covenant and instructions, allowing themselves to be become broken and defiled by sin. But God’s Lamb has no blemish and His coming to take away the sins of the world, being fully perfected before the world was founded, utterly destroys the works of the Adversary [1 Jn 3:5, 8; Rev 13:8].
1 John 1:5 says, “God is light and there is no darkness in Him, none”. Yeshua is the visible image of the Father who dwells in unapproachable light. With YHVH there is neither variation nor darkness caused by turning and Messiah Yeshua is the only One able to make Him and His mighty power known. Because Yeshua is both the Living Word and our Teacher, we learn integrity from what He said and did. Yeshua told His talmidim, “…the ruler of this world… has no claim on me.” His actions testified of this because He gave the Enemy no place when Ruach led Him into the wilderness to be tested by the Adversary for 40 days. Yeshua went into the test “filled with the Ruach HaKodesh”, returned “in the power of the Spirit”, and consummated His earthly ministry by stripping the rulers and authorities of their power, making a public spectacle of them, and triumphing over them by means of the execution stake 
Yeshua is The Epitome of Integrity. He embodies and defines it. He is pure, unimpaired, incorruptible, free from defect or flaw, upright, complete; wanting nothing. He reveals the Father perfectly because He is indivisible from the Father; the Source of His sound character and power. Thus, Yeshua reveals to humankind the unadulterated truth and brings us into the very presence of Adonai Echad (The Lord God who is One). Immanu El’s uncompromising devotion to doing the will of the Father confounds rulers, authorities, leaders, and peoples. We can neither comprehend Him nor the purity and simplicity of His doctrine without allowing Him to open our blinded eyes and purify our motives. If we reject Him we abide in darkness. If we come to Him, He transforms our character and the light of His word leads us out of the false ‘light’ of the world.
Yeshua is The Light. The word says, “even darkness is light to Him” [Ps 139:12]. Nothing escapes Him because His integrity is absolute; He sees all things clearly and without corruption. His coming exposes everything that is sitting within us; demanding a decision. We often hate that and resist this exposure because of our desires. For some of us we eventually choose to love the darkness rather than the Light and turn away. But for those who are willing to keep coming to the Light; having decided to have Him as Master and trust Him to deal with whatever He exposes within us; He is committed to bring us out of the darkness and delusion of who we think we are into the truth of who He is. He will bring us back into the light of the fellowship that was, before humankind became darkened in our understanding through sin, so that we may be blameless and pure children of God, without defect in the midst of a twisted and perverted generation. 
























Integrity: 
Strong’s H8538; H8537; H8552: Tumma, tom, tamam: innocence; whole, complete, full, upright, perfect, simplicity, safety, prosperity; finished, clean, accomplished, unimpaired, to pay out, make sound, to remove, to destroy, to complete, make whole. 
Strong’s G90 Adiaphthoria: uncorruptness, incorruptibility, soundness, purity (-of doctrine).
Definition: an undivided or unbroken completeness or totality with nothing wanting; uncompromising adherence to moral and ethical principles, soundness of moral character, honesty; consistency and freedom from corruption; unimpaired, soundness, unity, wholeness; the condition of being free from defects or flaws; uprightness of character; entire.

“…the ruler of this world… has no claim on me.” John 14:30
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to have darkness in us?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“…It was for this very reason that the Son of God appeared, to destroy these doings of the Adversary.” 1 John 3:8
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Today…
Be those who do what is true. Come to the Light, so that all may see that our actions are accomplished through God. 
John 3:19-21
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