Honesty - Samuel
Day 6 of Hanukkah

Shalom family,  tonight’s teaching will be on Honesty. The definition of Honesty is adherence to the facts, sincerity, fairness, and straightforwardness of conduct. It implies a refusal to lie, steal or deceive in any way, and uprightness of character or action.  Strong’s H5529 defines Honesty and Truth as “straightforwardness, i.e. (figuratively) integrity, or (concretely) a truth:--equity, right (thing), uprightness.” The Word of God tells us that honesty is being truthful, sincere and free from deceit, speaking the truth in love and humility even when others might reject you. (Eph 4:15, 4:25, 1Peter 4:14).

Yeshua requires us to walk in His truth and lead an honest life.  Titus 1:2 tells us that God cannot lie. It is not that God chooses not to lie, but rather that he cannot because it goes against his nature. To claim that God is truth means that God’s essence is sheer truth and possesses no falsehood. Scripture shows us that Yeshua holds this attribute. John 14:16 says, “Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him”.  As we see in Proverbs 12:22  “Lying lips are an abomination to Adonai,  but those who deal faithfully are his delight.”  God does not accept a person who “practices deceit” . He tells us in Psalm 101:7, “No deceitful person can live in my house; no liar can be my advisor.”    Jeremiah 9:5 says of a wicked society, “Everyone deceives his neighbor, and no one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongue to speak lies; they weary themselves committing iniquity.”     Honesty as a character quality is a sign of Ruach’s work in both the individual and the community of believers.  When a person is indwelt by the Ruach, he will be like a fresh spring or a fruitful tree or a budding vine, bursting with good things (John 7:38; Psalm 1:1–6; John 15:4–5). The old is gone, and the new takes its place (Ephesians 4:22–24). Those who are in Christ have a new heart that speaks the truth: “Therefore, stripping off falsehood, let everyone speak truth with his neighbor, because we are intimately related to each other as parts of a body.” (Ephesians 4:25).   Therefore, His presence gives rise to truthfulness, so that God’s people can be honest.  We can share the truth with our neighbors about the gift of Hanukkah, and that is Yeshua, the only one who brings light to a dark world.   Yeshua is the light of the world and the one that gives us “the light of life” (John 8:12)

We can see this character of honesty being displayed in the life of Samuel, whose name means “heard of God. ” He was dedicated to God by his mother, Hannah, as part of a vow she made before he was born (1 Samuel 1:11).  This vow was based upon the mitzvah of "firstborn" offered up to Yah. The firstborn was set apart for Yahweh because he had "passed over" them in the destruction of the firstborn of Egypt. Thus, they belonged to Him, later seen as the Levites, they were to serve Him in worship.  [Ex13.11-16, Num 3.13, 41] And just as Samuel was given as firstborn, so was Yeshua; still showing that Yahweh is truth in His dealings. 
God gave Samuel a message of judgment to relay to Eli. The following day, Samuel took his first leap of faith, telling Eli everything, even though the message was bad news for Eli and his family (1 Samuel 3:11–18). Eli responded with acceptance. Samuel’s credibility as a prophet spread throughout Israel, and God continued to reveal His Word to His people through Samuel (1 Samuel 3:20–21).   He was obedient and spoke only the truth, no matter how it might have been received by the people.  He did not disobey God’s commands for approval of people rather than the approval of God. Again, like Samuel, we are commanded to be honest and speak only Adonai’s truth. Elder Dawn taught us about integrity and reminded us that Yeshua is the perfect example of integrity.  We are called to obey God and, in so doing, to be people of uncompromised morality and integrity.  That is, integrity that adheres to the truth, honesty and a pattern of good works.    During Hanukkah and the celebration of light, our community, our world needs to be brought out from deception and darkness.  As believers who walk in Adonai’s truth, let’s seek opportunities to share the good news. And that is that Yeshua is the true light of the world that comes from eternity to give light and revelation to all mankind. 

Question:
Again, we see that those who are in Yeshua have a new heart that speaks the truth. It is the Ruach that equips us to be honest. Have you had or sought an opportunity to dispel the deception of this season to someone and shared the truth that Yeshua is the true light that saves. Or have you been quiet? 
 
