The History of Hanukkah – The Need for Messiah


The Feast of Hanukkah (Chanukah), or the Feast of Dedication, is the eight-day winter festival celebrated from 25 Kislev to 3 Tevet of the Hebrew calendar.  This feast commemorates Yah’s liberation of Jerusalem, the purification of the Temple, and the rededication of the altar of burnt offering, through the Jewish people led by the Maccabees, from the occupation, tyranny, and defilement of the Greek Seleucid empire (167 BC).  This feast symbolizes the victory of faith in Yah over the demonic spirits of intimidation, compromise, and assimilation at work in the world and secular culture.  Hanukkah is also known as the Festival of Lights (or Lamps – in Hebrew Hag HaUrim) due to the focus of lighting the eight candles of the hanukkiah menorah through the chief light (the greater light) called the shamash (servant).  Hanukkah is a time of singing, playing dreidel, and eating oil-based foods.  Hanukkah is such a joyous time in some Jewish traditions that it is forbidden to fast or mourn the dead.  Even though Hanukkah is not one of the Hebrew holy days, it is significant from a historical and Biblical perspective in what it speaks to regarding Y’shua The Messiah.

The historical account underlying Hanukkah centers on the conquering of Israel and occupation of Jerusalem by the Greeks and the rise to power of a cruel leader named Antiochus IV Epiphanes.  His name, Antiochus, translates to “unwavering or relentless conflict” and Epiphanes to “god manifest”.  Under the rule of Antiochus, the Jewish people were senselessly killed, and many Jewish leaders and priests were pressured to give up their faith and obedience to Yah.  The precious furniture, vessels, utensils, and hidden treasures of the Temple were raided and removed from Jerusalem.  Some wicked Israelite men seeking the wicked king’s honor, silver, and gold willingly turned aside from ADONAI and persuaded others saying, “Let us go and make a covenant with the heathen that are around us; because since we have departed from them, we have had much sorrow”.  Even worse than this and because of the wicked influence of the leaders, many people began to …

· Forsake worshipping Yah; pagan religions were promoted (primarily Greek religion).
· No longer celebrate Shabbat and the Feasts.
· Train up their children in Greek culture and one could not profess to be Jewish.
· Build public gymnasiums which promoted exercise, with little to no garments, and exalted discussions in philosophy and reason.
· Tear up and burn Torah scrolls (word of God) and anyone found adhering to the book of the testament and the covenant of Yah were killed.
· Experience intimidation to eat pork or not to circumcise their children under threat of death.
· Setup an idol altar on top of the altar of God in the Temple and began sacrificing filthy and disgusting things on it, things forbidden in the Torah (this happened on 25 Kislev).  In addition, they defiled The Temple, sanctuary, and altar of burnt offerings with all kinds of revelry and harlotry.

With this constant torment, the enemy of Israel sought to wear out the people so that they would break covenant with Yah, uncircumcise their hearts, join themselves to the heathen nations, and seek to do wickedness by defiling both the sanctuary of The Holy King and His children.  

Thankfully, ADONAI Elohiym, in His mercy, raised up courage within His people Israel to rather die than to show hatred for the holy covenant and raised up zeal in the family of the Maccabees to fight for their lives, the Torah and commandments, the holy covenant, and their kinsmen.  Under the leadership of Mattiyahu the father and his son Y’hudah Maccabeus, those around Jerusalem who were committed to Yah, gathered together, and began purging the region of idolatry and the wickedness.  Then when the large Seleucid army rose up to fight Israel, the Maccabees assembled the people at Mitzpah where they fasted, repented, opened the Books of the Torah and Prophets, brought in the priestly garments, the firstfruits offering, the Nazirites, and cried out to ADONAI saying, “How can we defeat this large army, except You O God, be our help?”  Israel went out to fight against their enemy at Emmaus and at Beit-Tzor.  When Y’hudah saw the size of the enemy army, he encouraged His people saying, “Let us cry out to heaven and perhaps the LORD will have mercy upon us, remember the covenant with our fathers, and destroy this host before our face this day.  So that all the heathen may know that there is One who delivers and saves Israel.”  ADONAI listened to their cry and handed the Seleucid army over to the Maccabees in battles at Emmaus and Beit-Tzur.  After these victories, the Maccabees led the people back into Jerusalem, recaptured the city, and cleaned out the Temple.  The burnt altar was torn down, the defiled stones removed, and new stones were brought in to build the altar anew.  New holy vessels and utensils were made along with the golden menorah, the gold altar of incense, and the table of shewbread.  When the Maccabees went to light the lamps of the menorah, they realized they only had one pure jar of olive oil, enough for one day.  Miraculously, Yah kept the fire of the menorah going eight days so that the Maccabees could make more pure olive oil.  On 25 Kislev, three years later from the defilement of the sanctuary, the Maccabees and the people offered burnt sacrifices on the new altar according to what had been commanded in the Torah.  All the people fell on their faces, worshipped, and praised the God of Heaven for the great victory and success He provided in restoring glory and dignity to Israel.  They kept the dedication of the altar for eight days and offered the burnt offerings of deliverance and praise with gladness.

Just as during the times of the Maccabees, we too needed a Champion of God to deliver us from the shame of sin and the disgrace in our lives caused by the enemy of our soul.  Y’shua, our Champion and Messiah, is not only strong and dedicated to God, He is the only one who is pure (undefiled) like the olive oil for the menorah.  It is through Him, by His holy blood and Ruach Kodesh, that we are made holy, righteous, and pure.  In our confession and repentance, Yah forgives us and purifies us, enabling us to walk in the light of His Presence as obedient children of light.  Y’shua is The Shamash.  By His light (the truth), we see light; and His light lights up our darkness (empowers us to walk in truth).  We are awakened to a life of holiness by The Spirit of the Messiah and we are gifted to be examples of holiness, shining brilliantly before the world.  It is important for us to cling tightly in devotion to our Shamash Y’shua because we are facing emotional intimidation from many areas of our life seeking to draw us into compromising our covenant relationship with Yah.  Yet by The Father’s mercy and grace, we will stand victorious against the schemes of the adversary and not bring defilement upon the Holy Name of Yah, His holy sanctuary, or His holy people (ones).  1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 says this, “3 What God wants is that you be holy, that you keep away from sexual immorality, 4 that each of you know how to manage his sexual impulses in a holy and honorable manner, 5 without giving in to lustful desires, like the pagans who don’t know God. 6 No one should wrong his brother in this matter or take advantage of him, because the Lord punishes all who do such things — as we have explained to you before at length. 7 For God did not call us to live an unclean life but a holy one. 8 Therefore, whoever rejects this teaching is rejecting not a man but God, indeed, the One who gives you the Ruach HaKodesh, which is his.” We praise and thank Yah for filling us with His Ruach so that we will be His faithful children; burning with the fire of faith in our heart. 




History shows us our need for Messiah.

The History of Hanukkah.
i. The Feast of Hanukkah overview.
ii. The origin of the Feast of Hanukkah.

The Need for Messiah
iii. Seeing Messiah in Hanukkah – fulfillment of history.
iv. Provision provided by Messiah.


Statement of Faith
It is important for us to cling tightly in devotion to our Shamash Y’shua because we are facing emotional intimidation from many areas of our life seeking to draw us into compromising our covenant relationship with Yah.


1 Timothy 6:12, 14
12 Fight the good fight of the faith, take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you testified so well to your faith before many witnesses; 14 to obey your commission spotlessly and irreproachably until our Lord Yeshua the Messiah appears.


Question
Do you see the need for Messiah when experiencing emotional intimidation?  In what area of your life? 


















