Judges 4:4-5:31 Haftarah (B’Shallach Parashah – Exodus 13:17-17:16)

This portion from Judges begins as the children of Israel had rebelled against the Lord and consequently were given over to Jabin, king of Canaan. Jabin's captain was named Sisera. The scripture says that he “mightily oppressed Israel, as he was much mightier than they. The prophetess Deborah told Barak to assemble men from among the tribes to approach Mt. Tabor. There, she said that Sisera will be delivered into his hand. Deborah agreed to go with him. Sisera gathered together all his chariots to battle. But, Deborah told Barak that this was the day in which “Sisera would be delivered into his hand.” That must have seemed impossible and unbelievable to Barak, but he acted, I would think on faith, and defeated the forces of Sisera. Ja’el then lured Sisera into her tent, and she killed him with a nail into his temples. The children of Israel were delivered thereby from the hand of Jabin. Then, the next battle was more against the choosing of other gods from amongst the villages (Judges 5:8). Verse 20 says that they “fought from heaven against Sisera.” Verse 24 proclaims that Ja’el was to be “blessed among women.” This makes me think of the song of Mary where Mary is “blessed among women.”
Verse 31 tells us that then the land had rest for 40 years. Though not in this parashah, 6:1 tells us the children had rebelled against the Lord, and were delivered into the hands of the Midianites. This reminds me of how they complained against Moses and the Lord as they were being delivered from Egypt. Yet, the Lord continually showed His mercy. Again, we see a religious lie that grace and mercy were ushered in with the coming of Jesus. As we see in this parashah, the grace and mercy of YHVH were continually evident in the Torah writing and the prophetic writing. This is because Yeshua is God, the Ancient of Days, and He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8).

In Exodus, in 14:12, the people complained “leave us alone” to serve the Egyptians,” yet in verse 13 the Lord promises deliverance as Moses declares that they would see the salvation of the Lord. Consider, there was no sacrament or religious act present, Hebrew boys had not even been circumcised during Egyptian captivity. It was simply the unmerited favor of God, which is even today the only hope of humankind.




How does the prophet relate to the parashah?
In both the Torah and the prophetic writing the children of Israel were miraculously delivered by the hand of the Lord, and this deliverance came despite the people having complained and rebelled against the Lord. A couple weeks ago, Elder Jason pointed out in Parashah Va’era that it was rebellion that had brought the Israelites into Egypt, which led them to be enslaved. When we consider that Egypt is symbolic of the world, we see that when our rebellion causes us to pursue the ways of this world, we can become ourselves “enslaved” thereby. This is why Yeshua says in John 17:14 that those who are His are not of this world, just as He was (is) not. He goes on to pray that we would not be taken out of the world, but that we would be protected from the evil. Praise be to God!

Key thought:
We see in this parashah the amazing grace of God in that even right after the people had rebelled against Him, He still chooses to miraculously deliver His people. No wonder Moses declared in Exodus 15:11: “Who is like thee O Lord among the ba’als?” The ba’als had to be appeased by the people. YHVH is different because He is “glorious in holiness” and “doing wonders.” He is stretching out His hand to His people waiting for us to acknowledge Him, repent, and praise Him. May the words of our mouths and meditations of our heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord”

How do we see this fulfilled today? 
We, humans, still tend to be a stiff-necked people who put ourselves into bondage through our rebellion basically telling Him to “leave us alone to serve the Egyptians (the world), and yet He continually “fights for us” and brings salvation (Yeshua) in our midst. He is waiting for us to put ourselves aside long enough to acknowledge Him. No wonder the writer of Lamentations reminds us that His mercies are new every morning.

3 main points
1. The people continually rebelled against the Lord and His messengers, and yet He brought forth miraculous deliverance in both Egyptian captivity and Canaanite captivity. This illustrates that His deliverance and salvation are truly unmerited favor. (grace)
2. Following His miraculous deliverance, from both captivities, His praises were declared. (Exodus 15:1-3, Judges 5:2-3) May we never cease to offer Him our praise for all that He does. Blessed be His Name forevermore!
3. In the prophetic writing (Judges 4:4-5:31), deliverance was brought to the people using 2 women, the Prophetess Deborah and Ja’el. These women spoke for and acted for God to accomplish this, causing Barak to trust what Deborah spoke, even when it probably seemed unlikely or even impossible. We may sometimes be seduced into believing the lie of this world that the Torah is sexist or antiwoman, but this prophetic portion proves this false. Hence the Apostle Paul later wrote in Galatians 3:28: “…. There is neither male nor female, for we are all one in Christ.” Thanks be to God that He gives us a new name!



How do we apply this today?
In the prophetic writing from Judges, we see that pride was to be broken down in order for deliverance to take place. Barak was a man of war, but he asked for Deborah to accompany him in order for the deliverance to be brought. When she agrees to go with Barak, she points out to him that this victory is not "for thine honour" and she reveals that the Canaanite man of war, Sisera, will be delivered "into the hand of a woman." (Ya'el) (Judges 4:9) We are still always fighting against pride today. We have gleaned from our studies in Proverbs that true wisdom only comes from God, and that pride and wisdom cannot operate together.
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