Ezekiel 43:10-27 (Tetzaveh Exodus 27:20 – 30:10)

In both the Parashah and Prophet reading we see that Adonai is calling for consecration.  In Exodus Adonai gives instructions for the garments Aharon and his sons were to wear so they  would be dressed and set apart to serve Him. Moshe was also given instructions on the building and consecration of the altar.  In the prophet, Ezekiel was given the regulations to bring before Israel, regarding the altar and how it was to be consecrated with the blood. In both passages it speaks of the 7-day consecration period.  This time of preparation for Aharon, his sons and the building of the altar, was so that all would be purified and made holy for the service of Adonai.  
In Ezekiel, Adonai said “ For seven days, they are to make atonement for the altar and cleanse it; in this way they are to consecrate it. When these days are over, then, on the eighth day and afterwards, the cohanim will present your burnt offerings on the altar and your peace offerings; and I will accept you,’ says Adonai ELOHIM.” The altar (mizbeach in Hebrew) which means place of slaughter, is where we as believers must put ourselves daily.  Just as no animal with a defect was brought before the altar, we cannot purposely come before Adonai, in His holy place with our defects of strongholds and emotional bondage. Adonai gave Israel an opportunity to measure their crimes against Him before receiving the specifications for the house (Ezekial 43:10),  we as believers must consider our actions as well before coming into the service of the Lord.  We must also allow everything that is not holy and righteous within us to be cutaway and burned up, so that the blood of Yeshua can be applied to our hearts; that we may be a sweet and pleasing aroma to Adonai.   
Since Adonai has called us for a purpose (2 Timothy 1:9), we must live as those who have been made new and are consecrated (set apart) willing and ready to do the work of the Lord; with cleans hands and a pure heart.  Just as Aharon and his sons were to be dressed in priestly garments, Adonai wants to dress us as well so that we can be in fellowship with Him.  When we adhere to the specifications of what Adonai requires for being holy and set apart for Him, only then can His complete work within us be done.   











Connection
Adonai was calling for the consecration of His servants and the building of the altar.  This 7-day period was a time of preparation so that all would be purified and made holy for the service of Adonai.

Key
Since Adonai has called us for a purpose (2 Timothy 1:9), we must live as those who have been made new and are consecrated (set apart); allowing the defects of our character to be cut away and placed on the altar.
In 2 Tim 1:9 it says “since he delivered us and called us to a life of holiness as his people. It was not because of our deeds, but because of his own purpose and the grace which he gave to us who are united with the Messiah Yeshua….”   In being united with Yeshua our character must align with His, which causes for us to do a self-examination each day and also keep at the forefront of our minds that it is Adonai who called us into His own purpose not for us to have our own agenda.  He called us to be ambassadors/representatives of His holy kingdom and we cannot fully serve Him holding on to those things that are a hinderance.

Fulfilled
Yeshua, being our High Priest, went before us and through the atonement of His shed blood, we are now joint heirs with Him.  We have been set apart for holiness, so that we can abide in the presence of Adonai.
  
3 Points
· The altar (mizbeach) which means place of slaughter, is where we as believers must put ourselves daily. 
· We must allow everything that is not holy and righteous within us to be cutaway and burned up, so that the blood of Yeshua can be applied to our hearts; that we may be a sweet and pleasing aroma to Adonai.  
· When we adhere to the specifications of what Adonai requires for being holy and set apart for Him, only then can His complete work within us be done.

Application
Put yourselves on the alter to be consecrated unto Adonai, so that your offerings unto Him will be pure, holy and acceptable.
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