1 Kings 18: 1-39 (Parashah 21: Ki Tissa- Exodus 30:11-34:35)

In both Parashah and the Prophet reading the connection is raising up, worshipping false gods. Elijah brought up a question. If the Lord is God, follow him; if Ba’al is god, then follow him, there is no in between. When Moshe does not return when expected from Mount Sinai, the people make a golden calf and worship it. God proposes to destroy the nation, Moshe descends from the mountain carrying the tablets engraved with the Ten Commandments. Watching the people dancing about their idol, he breaks the tablets, and destroys the golden calf, but when talking to Adonai, Moshe advocates for the people, begging God not to destroy them, but to rekindle His love for them. The Lord allows us to choose whether we will follow Him or the false gods and unrighteous ways of the world. An idol is what we elevate in our lives above the Lord, what we put first (ex. people, money, power, reputation, appearance, and knowledge are some common idols).  False gods will not only fail to serve you and save you, but they will lead you to your own condemnation. We may not physically make a figure, call it a god, and worship it, but we have other ways of putting something in the place of God. For example, we could care more about what our friends and family think than what God thinks. We care more about a hobby than spending time with God. It is not only sin to worship what is not God, it robs God of the worship that only He deserves. We must turn away from the thing that distracts us and turn back to the Lord. We are called to place God above everything else in our life. We should trust Him and love Him with all our heart. In this prophet reading it should give us courage to speak and stand up for the word of God. Elijah did not fear men. He trusted Adonai. He stood in front of an entire nation of people and proclaimed that Adonai was the only God. He heard His voice, obeyed His commands. He trusted that Adonai would do exactly what He promised to do, and through Elijah’s prayer to show His power to the people, God sent fire from Heaven that left nothing standing on the altar. Adonai left no room for doubt that He is a living God. You can have faith just like Elijah. Listen to His voice and obey His commands. Your faith will grow as you spend time with the One true God.






















How does the Prophet relate to Parashah?

· Adonai gave instructions and authority to both Elijah and Moshe to lead the people out of darkness of worshipping false Gods. 

 What is the “Key” Thought

· The Lord gives us a choice to either follow him and his ways or false gods and the world’s ways. The Choice is yours. 

How do we see this message being fulfilled today

· The way we see this being fulfilled today is throughout the bible, The prophets have warned that the earth will experience great turmoil, wickedness, war, and suffering. In this portion of 1Kings, they experienced suffering. It was not God’s intention to make His people suffer. He sent the drought to get their attention. He wanted them to see that He is the only God, so they would turn away from false gods and choose to follow Him only.

 3 Main Points

· 1st commandment (Exodus 20: 3-6) “You are to have no other gods before me.  You are not to make for yourselves a carved image or any kind of representation of anything in heaven above, on the earth beneath or in the water below the shoreline. You are not to bow down to them or serve them; for I, ADONAI your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sins of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but displaying grace to the thousandth generation of those who love me and obey my mitzvot.”

·  It robs God of the worship that belongs to Him. (Psalms 148:13) “Let them praise the name of ADONAI, for his name alone is exalted: his glory is above both Earth and Heaven.”

· Idol worship and lack of faith keeps us separated from God. Without faith in God alone, we cannot be forgiven for our sins. 

Application

· We are called to place God above everything else in our life, Adonai is the One and only who can set you free. 
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