Ezekiel 22.1-19 (Parashah 29: Acharei Mot (After the death) Leviticus 16.1-18.30)
In both this week’s Parashah and Prophet readings Adonai’s provision for sinful man is being highlighted. 
In this week’s Torah portion YHVH ministered His standards for blood atonement for sin. This was to be an act of worship, pleasing unto YHVH. Since YHVH deems every soul as valuable, blood was not to be shed haphazardly, for life is in the blood. YHVH gave explicit instruction for how Aaron, as High Priest, was to minister the blood atonement. YHVH knew the fulfillment of every action and it was well pleasing to Him! 
The sacrifice of animals was a rudimentary reminder of mankind’s sinful state, individually and as a people. For every animal brought to sacrifice, the sight, the smell, the sounds and the emotion would serve as a reminder of the mercy of YHVH for sparing the guilty offender by instead providing a substitute- an innocent life. It’s life blood poured out was evidence of sin and YHVH’s forgiveness. This act of sacrificing an animal, was YHVH’s merciful plan for keeping Israel in right relationship with Him. At that time this was their covenant for atonement for sins. 
It is by obedience to His instruction that sinful Israel was to please YHVH. They were to serve Him in types and shadows of the One to come who is altogether holy and would be the final and only suitable Atoning sacrifice.
In contrast to this week’s Torah portion, the associated Prophet reading demonstrates the debased state of man when he has broken covenant and separated from YHVH. The nation of Israel had taken up practices that were exactly opposite of what YHVH had called for. There was no acknowledgement or concern for bloodshed, sin, atonement for sin, or any other statute Moshe brought to them from the mouth of God. Apparently, they didn’t value a relationship with YHVH. Through idolatry Israel became defiled and spiritually dead. Israel gave themselves over to be regarded as dross, that which is impure, defiled, or ‘dirty scum’ by today’s common vernacular. Through idolatry, Israel had fallen into contempt for YHVH’s holiness and had no remorse for the breaking of His Covenant. Therefore, YHVH determined He would disregard the favor He once had for them and instead bring humiliation to Israel before other nations. 









Connection
The Prophet relates to the Parashah in reference to the matter of bloodshed. However, in the Parashah, bloodshed is held as sacred as it was performed unto YHVH for the payment for sin and the foreshadow of a better Way yet to come. Meanwhile, the Prophet reading illustrates there was no regard for any of YHVH’s commands including bloodshed.

Key Thought 
Obedience to YHVH’s instruction is an act of worship and is for our safe keeping. Meanwhile, disregard for YHVH’s commands lead to spiritual death.

Fulfilled
Yeshua is the fulfillment of the sacrificial system of atonement and the Redeemer for the one headlong in sin looking for a way of escape.
We fulfill the highlighted Scriptures by acknowledging we have been those who have acted impurely, committing acts in opposition to what YHVH has commanded, and deserving of judgement. Instead of continuing in sin, we can turn to Yeshua, our High Priest, who has ministered the blood atonement on behalf of our sins. 

Three Main Points
1. Every ritual act in YHVH’s Sacrificial system points to and is fulfilled by Yeshua.
2. Disobedience to YHVH’s commands breaks covenant and causes separation from YHVH.
3. Grief, confession and repentence for sin comes from a heart that values a relationship with YHVH.

Application 
Idolatry, self-will and unconfessed sin will take us far outside of the will of YHVH. At that time we are guilty and rife for YHVH’s judgment upon ourselves. We must stop to ask ourselves, do we want what our defiant sin is calling for? When the answer is no, we must right then confess, repent and return to our merciful Deliverer.




Deacon Nichelle Wells
19 Nisan 5784


