

River of Life

Good evening family, Chagsamech brothers and sisters. On this Hannukah evening we will look at how scripture’s prophecy foreshadowed the coming of Yeshua and his redemptive power for humanity. The “River of Life” refers to the life-giving river that flows from the very presence of Adonai. Beginning with Genesis and ending with Revelation, scriptures foreshadowed the coming and the work of the River of Life. Genesis 2:10 tells us “Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden…” This river is Yah’s provision that nourishes everything around it. The River sustained the garden environment and showed us the link to God’s plan for humanity. 
The prophet, Ezekiel tells of this great river. (Ezek 47:1-9).  “I saw water flowing eastward from under the threshold of the house, for the house faced east..” This water flows toward the eastern region and continues down to the Aravah. When it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant water, the Dead Sea, its water will become fresh. When this happens, swarms of all kinds of living creatures will be able to live in it wherever the streams flow.” This was a foreshadow of the future hope of restoration, where God’s presence brings healing and renewal to the world through the blood sacrifice of Yeshua. We also see in Zechariah 14:8, where scripture tells us “On that day, fresh water will flow out from Yerushalayim. This water will heal and restore the land.” Isaiah 44:3 says “for I will pour water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit on your descendants, my blessing on your offspring”
Yeshua the Messiah, is the river that brings life.. He offered “living water” to the Samaritan woman. In John 4:13-14 and John 7:38 he tells her “whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. He continues, “Whoever believes in Me….’rivers of living water will flow from his inmost being!” 
Yes, Yeshua is the source of spiritual life who is the living water in the Garden of Eden and in which the saving work is found for salvation. Just as physical water is necessary to continue physical life on earth, living water from Yeshua is necessary to sustain eternal life with him. 
The Book of Revelation gives us a clear picture of the “River of Life”. Rev. 22:1-2 tells us “And the angel showed me the river of the water of life…flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb” This water flows through the New Jerusalem and is for “the healing of nations.” We see the ultimate fulfillment of Yah’s redemptive plan. What began in the Garden of Eden is completed in the eternal city, where life and healing flow,  never ending from Yah’s presence. True life and restoration come only from Him, through the saving power of Yeshua, the River of Life. He is the only one who gives fulfillment and quenches our deepest spiritual thirst by offering forgiveness, redemption and an unbreakable relationship with Him. “I, Yeshua, have sent my angel to give you testimony for the Messianic communities. I am the Root and Offspring of David, the bright Morning Star. The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ Let anyone who hears say, ‘Come!’  And let anyone who is thirsty come – let anyone who wishes, take the water of life free of charge.” (Rev. 16-17).
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