The Ark of the Covenant 
   This is how the Ark of the Covenant foreshadows Yeshua. The Ark of the Covenant was the Lord’s design given to Moshe to be placed in the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle. The design contents and use all speaks of Yeshua. 
   The builders of the Ark all had to be filled with the Spirit to undertake this task of constructing the Ark (Ex. 35.31), just like Yeshua was filled with the Spirit (Luke 3.21-23a) from the Father to be the light to the world through His ministry. The material that was used to construct the Ark was acacia wood and pure gold (Ex. 25.10-11). The acacia tree characteristic is an umbrella-like form, durable and resistant to decay; this wood symbolizes Yeshua as a protector, unchanging and incorruptible. The gold symbolizes Yeshua’s purity,  divine authority, and His Kingship. The Ark’s measurements are (3.75) three-and-three-quarters feet long, (2.25) two-and-a-quarter feet wide and (2.25) two-and-a-quarter feet high, the volume of the Ark measured to 12 cubic feet; the number 12 biblically is representative of Yah’s authority, power and perfect governmental foundation. This shows that everything God designs has purpose.  The combination of the acacia wood and pure gold speaks of Yeshua as fully man and God (John 1.14).
   The content in the Ark foreshadows Yeshua, the stone tablets with the Ten Statements, the jar of manna and Aaron’s staff. The stone tablets with the Ten Statements represent Yeshua as the One who fulfilled and kept the commandments (Matt. 5.17), the jar of manna represent Yeshua as the “Bread of Life”, the life sustaining Bread from God to Believers (John 6. 31-33 & 51), and the “staff of Aaron” (Num. 17.16-24) represents Yeshua’s authority as the High Priest (Heb. 5.4-6 & 6.20 to 10.25) and represents the atoning and life-giving work at the cross (Heb. 12.2). Lying against the Ark was the Torah scroll (Deut. 31.26) which represents total dependence on Yeshua. Each of these items within the Ark gives an understanding of His full obedience to the Father, the commandments, His work on the cross, His authority as the Great High Priest, being the spiritual manna from Heaven and the embodiment of the Torah. 
   The cover of the Ark was the “Mercy Seat” a solid gold cover with two cherubim facing each other (Exodus 25:17-22). The Mercy Seat was the place where God's presence would appear and where atonement was made for the sins of Israel once a year on Yom Kippur (Leviticus 16:14-15). This foreshadows Yeshua as the ultimate fulfillment of the Mercy Seat, Yeshua embodies the place of atonement, the presence of Yah, and how humanity is reconciled to Yah. Through faith in His sacrificial death and resurrection, Believers receive the mercy and grace that the Mercy Seat symbolized, now fully realized in Yeshua (Romans 3:25). The Ark also played a role in Israel's military victories, such as the fall of Jericho (Joshua 6:6-20). The Ark was carried by man and Yeshua was handled by man, yet like the Ark it is Yeshua who carries one into victory. This typifies Yeshua as our victorious King. Colossians 2:15 "Stripping the rulers and authorities of their power, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by means of the stake."
[bookmark: _Hlk215568888]   The Ark of the Covenant, with its intricate design, construction, contents, and role in Israel's history foreshadows Yeshua, the ultimate fulfillment of God's covenant with His people.   
